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T H E

P R E S I D E N T ’ S

P A G E

Norman R. Gulley

T

A Challenge to
Radical
Discipleship

he Adventist Theological Society's longtime dream has been
to branch out on the
collegiate level, so
that students can become
members while in college/university or graduate schools.
Religious studies students Deborah
Gates, president, and Marla Samaan,
president-elect, along with their team
o f seven, have made this dream a reality on the campus o f Southern Adventist University.
And exciting developments are
nearing reality on campuses in Russia
(Zaokski)y Romania , and the Philippines. Truly the future o f ATS is with
our youth. In fact, they have two articles in this issue o f Perspective D igest,
including the cover story! And I'm
turning this column over to another,
Marla Samaany who will tell you how
the Collegiate Adventist Theological
Society (CATS) got started on the
SAU campus.— N o rm an Gulley.

ished o n the diet offered
by the m ed ia o f o u r secu lar age. B u t after Dr. Ed
C h ris tia n

sh ared

th e

story o f G o d s in te rv e n tio n in his life, at a recent
S o u th e rn A dventist U n i-

v e rsity

v esp ers,

m an y

stu d en ts

decided to try it.
C h ristia n , E n g lish p ro fe sso r at
Pennsylvania’s K utztow n U niversity

Journal o f the Adventist Theological Society, reco u n ted

and e d ito r o f the

w hat he called “the G reat C o n tr o versy over m e.”
C h ristian was astou nd ed w hen in
response to his call, alm o st the entire
stu d en t bo d y stood . Stu d ents were
so

m o v ed

th a t m an y stayed

fo r

cou nsel and prayer— som e un til 3
A .M . “I h o p e these you ng people
un derstand com p letely to w hat they
co m m itte d them selves,” said C h ristian. Fo r o n e stud en t, I have learned ,
it m ean t giving up his drug h abit.
I am con v in ced th at m y g en eratio n will never be reached by e n te r-

R ad ical d isciplesh ip is a strange

ta in m e n t. To start w ith, the chu rch

co n ce p t to G en X ers ( u n d e r n o u r -

will never co m e o u t ahead in co m -
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petition with the world’s entertainment. My generation must be challenged by the greatest adventure of
all— to walk the road that leads to
the stars!
The first step for many of those
responding to Christians challenge
is membership in the first collegiate chapter of ATS. Its mission
statement, written by the students,
says: “We, as members of the Collegiate Adventist Theological Society
(CATS) commit ourselves to actively
and steadfastly uphold and share
Scripture as the standard of faith
and practice in our lives.” Specifically
mentioned are such core beliefs as the
substitutionary death of Christ, the
inspiration and authority of the
Bible, and the gift of prophecy.
Says Deborah Gates, senior religious and international studies student from Collegedale, Tennessee:
“Choices made during college have a
lasting— and at times, unfortunate— impact. Through CATS we
hope to help ground students in love
and faithfulness to the Living and
written Word. Our concern is not
merely to retain fellow students in
the church, but to help them find a
meaningful rationale and outlet
through dynamic participation.
They must not be Adventists simply
because they grew up that way, but
because they have become passionately committed to Jesus and His
Word.
“We have found that on our cam-

President-elect Marla Samaan

pus as on others, a significant number of students have serious questions about creationism, the sanctuary, and the role and authority of
Ellen White. Through seminars and
other forums we’ll address their
questions as well as provide practical
experience in personal Bible study
and witnessing. We want every
member of CATS to ‘always be prepared to give an answer to everyone
who asks you to give the reason for
the hope that you have’” (1 Peter 3:
15, NIV).
To date, nearly 100 students have
joined the chapter. A small membership fee provides a subscription to

Perspective Digest.
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Professor Norman Gulley and senior religion/education student Ryan Hill share reflections
on a theological tome.

workers as our youth, rightly
trained, might furnish, how soon the
message of a crucified, risen, and
soon-coming Saviour might be carried to the whole world!”’ (Counsels
to Parents, Teachers, and Students, p.
555).
“Give GenXers a taste of radical
discipleship,” says Christian, “and get
out of the way!”
□

Plans for the future o f CATS
extend beyond our campus. We
anticipate chapters on sister cam puses and on secular campuses as
well. And not only in the North
American Division but throughout
the world. Members are catching
the vision. Says a fellow student,
Claudio Japas: “I ’m planning to
transfer to another Adventist college, and I’d like to start a CATS
chapter there.”
I’m finding that many of my fellow students are challenged both by
Christs charge to take the gospel of
the kingdom to all the world and by
Ellen White’s vision of what youth
might do: ‘With such an army of

Marla A. Samaan is a freshman at
Southern Adventist University in
Collegedale, Tennessee. Students and
others interested in CATS can contact
it at P.O. Box 7776, Collegedale, TN
37315, and on the World Wide Web
at www.tag?let.org/CATS.
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